Oscar Cáceres Donaire

Essay on the week

April 26th, 2014

LEARNING BY LIVING IN COMMUNITY

Even though the first week has been very tired in the SIT – TESOL program, the learning experience that I have lived is worth living; not only for the theory on language teaching and learning we have had, but also for the language teaching and language learning awareness that our instructors are building in us. We focus in the process of learning a language based on the accuracy and fluency and in the idea of considering that our student’s learning depends much on how well we know their needs. The planning process starts with the understanding of our students needs of learning is something that I learned through the different language learning experiences that our instructors have practiced during this week

.
During this week I have experience different moments in regard to my learning in the SIT-TESOL program and as a learner of the language. My first impression when I arrived to the School was to wander myself why are we coming to a rural area
 to have a learning experience on how to teach a foreign language? As days have passed by I learned that it part of the philosophy of learning in community. This is related to a second moment of learning I have had which I called “Community Language Building”. CLB (I use this initial for Community Language Building) is related to the theory of learning a language in interaction with others in community. I really like this idea because in my daily teaching practice experience I try to use a communicative approach based on the interaction. However, the new ingredient that I learned at SIT-TESOL school this week is to have students interact in a meaningful communicative way; that is, experience the language in a community-based communicative practice.
I have also experienced a variety of language learning activities during this week which have impressed me a lot
. I consider all those activities very useful in having students using and producing language. If I would mention some of the most impressive for me are the talking sticks, the role plays, talking corners and running dictations and some others. Some of them I have learned from the instructors on some others I have learned from my partners. I will use them in my daily teaching practice when I go back to Honduras for sure.
During this week I have experienced the process of developing a second language from both, learning and teaching points of view. We have attended to different workshops as well as teaching practice as a student and a teacher. As a student I have experienced a systematic process
 of developing a specific content in a class of language by using different activities that have being very significant in the learning process as a student. On the other hand, I have experience the teaching
 using specific activities from the ECRIF framework of teaching and it has being really exiting.
I taught a game activity that to my partners and it was useful to experience different games that can be practiced in a language class. These kinds of activities tend to increase student’s motivation for learning. I also had the experience to plan some activities as a group to teach low beginner level students. This experience has being very exciting
 for me since it has very different characteristics compared to what I am used to do in my country. For example SIT-TESOL school students are not attending any formal educational system. Besides, they are self-motivated to learn English. I think they have a need for communication as they are teenagers and young adults. The point is that they are really involved in their learning process, unconsciously of course. However, we have as teachers, the challenging task of bringing a range of different activities to get them communicate fluently
.
Finally, something that I like from this week’s experiences is the way in which trainer lead the feedback activity. We first take turns saying our feelings and positive moments in our teaching practice and then we hear about puzzles we have had in the activities. I had practice this before with my students of English didactic but I stop doing it because of time. Now I can see that we do not need much time to do it, however it is a useful way of improving our teaching and learning process
.
In conclusion, this week has been really productive not only for my learning as an English language teacher, but also for the significant range of activities that I have experienced from my trainers and partners. Some of the most important things are the workshops, the language learning experiences, the way in which the trainers assess the reading logs and the community builder activity we do every day to star each session. On the other hand, I have experienced some hinders for example leaving my family for my first time, the fact of living in a community and share many facilities. I considered these hindrances a challenge and by the third day I had overcome them
.
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On Tuesday afternoon I was about presenting a game activity to a group of partners pretending to be students and Roger as the observer of the activity. I was the fifth to present and I had a mix of ideas after we gave the feedback to our partners that presented before me. When I stood up in front of my students I started to feel nervous. Even though I had the activities on my mind I felt as if they were not going to work at all. I tell my students (partners) we were going to play the game “Simon says” and immediately gave the instructions. My partners were very helpful when playing the game and it was going right for about 2 minutes, and suddenly I shifted to the second activity I had planned. The second activity was to do a “number chant”. I planned the first activity to introduce the vocabulary we were going to use in the chant. The chant had some good results but it was not what I expected
. 
	INTERPRETATION
	GENERALIZATION
	PLAN ACTION

	Something that hindered me was the fact that Even though I had the activities on my mind I felt a negative feeling about their effectiveness.
Ouch! What hindered your learning is clear! Good!

	The activities I was going to use were not according to the time of the class, and I did not practice them before to have a clear idea of have they were going to work together. 
I did not see this in your description. Consider writing this in your description since we are looking for the comments in the chart to be directly connected to the information on the chart. If the information is not tied to the description, do not use it.

Here you begin to develop your inside theory. For example, not having a chance to practice activities before using them can make one feel negative about what one is doing.

	 I will practice 2-3 activities before going to a class and will plan the activities according to the time I have.
Yes! This is a specific Plan Action. Consider making it more measurable. 

	I was also hindered by the fact that the first activity (Simon says) was going right for about 2 minutes, and suddenly I shifted to the second activity I had planned. I am wondering what happened inside of you that caused this shift. Were you nervous? 
	The time for doing the first activity was not enough for students to be involve on it and enjoy it. This is a description.
Ok, what generalization can you make about time in relation to learning? For example, It is important to design activities in a time frame that will help Ss' meet the learning objective. The generalization is one of the overall learning and/or inside theory that you make from your experience.
	I will have students playing the game the time necessary and to read the moment when they are ready to shift the activity to another. 
How can this Plan Action be more specific? For example, "I will design 1-2 activities and assign a specific amount of time before moving on to the next activity for my next class."

	Something that helped me was that my partners were very helpful when playing the game. OK

	Students feel the positive energy I try to transmit them at the beginning of the class and that make them involves in the activity. Ok, the generalization needs to be aligned going across the DAPA chart. So, one possible generalization may be, "Learning in community helps learners learn." This is connected to the information in the Interpretation column.
	I will try to start any communicative activity with the same energy to involve them in the activity.
Your Plan Action must be connected to the information in the Interpretation and Generalization columns.

	Another thing that helped me was that in a moment I control myself and use my experience to capture the attention of my students for the second activity.
Do you mean, "controlling my feelings of anger or nervousness...helped me facilitate learning." Work on the generalization and Plan Action that are aligned to your interpretation for this chart.
	When we are teaching and a not very pleasant situation happened, we might  keep the control in ourselves and in the activities we are working in. 
	I will consider that students are always interested in learning English, so I could just scaffold activities to make learning a pleasant experience for students.
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On Wednesday afternoon we had an activity that intended to make us reflect on the advantages and the responsibilities that implies to work in group. First Emma brought us to “El Rancho” and makes four groups

. She introduced the activity by activating our previous knowledge asking some questions. Then she started to give us the instructions by describing the charts given to each group, the step we had to follow and the rules of the game. I can say that I was confused because it was a lot of information, though she explained the instructions and gave details. I might have asked some questions when I had the chance, but I thought it was me that I was not very concentrated; since it was a group work, I was relaxed because we would help each other. When the time started to count I listened to Emma saying “you don’t have to talk or to do any gesture, you just can use the green area to help each other”. I have the ability to build up puzzle, so I took some pieces and started working in a little while I discovered that we had five different figures and form the first one in my space, then I did the group’s one. I tried to help my partners, but it was so difficult since, in my opinion, they didn’t ask for help, though they need it. Finally, I could help my partners with their puzzles but using a strategy. At the end I really enjoy the activity.

	INTERPRETATION
	GENERALIZATION
	PLAN ACTION

	Something that hindered me was the fact that I felt confused because it was a lot of information, though Emma explained the instructions and gave details  Good this is specific.
	The activity was very intense and it required a lot of concentration, so instructions and rules had to be very clear. However, students must be concentrated in the class. Lots of information at one time makes it harder to accomplish a task.
	 I will practice CCQ and chunks to make sure students understand what they have to do; especially when an activity requires a lot of concentration.
How can this Plan Action be specific and measurable. For example, "I will chunk and use 1-2 CCQs to check for understanding in giving instructions for 2-3 activities in each lesson.

	I was also hindered by the fact that I tried to help my partners, but they didn’t ask for help, though they need it.
Ok! So your need for contribution was hindered because your partners did not ask for help by putting their puzzle pieces in the green zone, or community space?
	The time was a hinder because we tried not to be the last one. However some people in the group have to learn that we sometimes need help from other, and since we are a group we are suppose to give and receive help and feedback in order to achieve the goals. I am not sure what the focus in your generalization is. Is it time, or learning to come out of one's purple space to ask for help, or having the tolerance tor waiting to be asked for help?
	I will make my students aware that working in groups involves putting our strengths to help the group succeed as well as to recognize humbly our weaknesses and ask for help.
How can this PA be more specific and aligned to the information in the first to columns?

For example, "I will create purple and green spaces for learning in community by having students think pair share for each activity."

	Something that helped me was that I have the ability to build up puzzle so I could help my partners at the end. OK

	Every student has strengths and when working in groups they have to contribute as a community. I can see you begin to develop some inside theory here good! 
	I will make student in a group work to know each other before enrolling in an activity.  
?

	Another thing that helped me was that I am always willing to work in work in groups helping and receiving help. Great!
	The importance for students to work in group at school is because in their real life they have to be in communities at work and in the society in which they live. Yes!
	I will make them aware of the importance of giving and receiving help and feedback from each other in a group in order to succeed. 
How can this Plan Action be more Specific ?


Dear Oscar,

It has been a pleasure reading and commenting on your work. I  enjoyed reading in your essay about your experience in facilitating Simon Says and the sudden shift to another activity and how that hindered your learning. What was missing for me in the essay was what caused you to make that shift. What were the Ss doing or saying. How did stopping the game "Simon Says" after 2 or 3 minutes hinder the student learning objective?  . Thank you for sharing your experience in the puzzling activity. I am grateful for the feedback about how you experienced the puzzling activity. I can see that you have learned as the title of your  essay says, Learning By Living In Community!"
In terms of your DAPA I have observed that in both charts there were very little alignments made between the information going across all three columns. In the first chart there was information included in the generalization column that was not in the description. Also, the Plan of Action were mainly not specific and in few cases aligned with the interpretation or generalizations. At some point this week let me know when you are available to sit down and talk about how the information in the charts can be aligned and so that we can go through my comments together.
Thank you for allowing me to be part of your learning process. It has been wonderful reading about your learning and thinking during your first week. Please do look for me so I can support your learning. 

With respect and gratitude for your work,

Emma Torres Cordero
�I am curious to learn more about what this  has meant ! thanks!


�It is wonderful to begin reading your thoughts on how you have found the first week of learning useful to life as a human and as a professional.


Yes, identifying Ss' needs by paying attention to them as humans and as learners informs learning and teaching. I am curious to know how this has been for you. My curiosity may be answered as I keep reading.�


�I am wondring whar your though are about learning in community in a city for example. How can a culture of learning in community start? I am wondering about 2 to 3 things that can be done as a start.


�I am curious to know about 1 or  2 activities that have influenced you the most and why.


�I am wondering how this process has been for you as a learner.


�Great Oscar! How has being a student of ECRIF influenced your teaching. Ok, I'm waiting to "hear" more specific details about you as a learner...I will read on!


�What made the experience of teaching low beginner students an exciting one. What happened? I am curious to know more about your learning.


�I agree! And I find that by learning how to scaffold effectively with the ECRIF framework as a guide, we are able to guide the Ss to effective learning. In my experience I think it really takes a lot of practice so that we can have a deeper understanding of how learning happens.


�You give a detailed description here about how the FB session evolves and you mention how useful it is. I wonder what specifically made it useful to YOU!! I am happy that you are reconsidering giving and receiving FB and how time is not an issue with this practice! Yes!


�Awww...how sweet! Thank you for being open to leaving your family and taking risks and willing to try out new experiences!!!


�Ok, I am wondering what your expectations were and what happened specifically that did not go the way you wanted. What were you doing and saying? What were the students doing and saying?


�i remember first asking questions about what some of the challenges and advantages were when working in groups, Using TPS and processing the question afterwards before going to the rancho.


�In the Rancho,The instructions were read in the participant handbook and time was given to talk about them and ask questions about the puzzling activity in your group before asking the trainer.The instructions were also consise and written on the board.





