Initial Reflections on Classroom Practice

The SIT TESOL Certificate Course 

Please answer these prompts and questions for each lesson you teach during the course. 

Write your responses the first 10 minutes of the feedback session. These reflections are meant to help prepare you for the discussion and to support you during the discussion. These are your notes and can be hand-written. Please attach your initial reflections to each lesson plan and keep them with trainer written feedback in your portfolio.
	Name
	Level of Class
	ECRIF    Speaking  Vocabulary   Grammar

PDP     Listening   Reading

Writing         Culture

	Date 

April 28th, 2014
	Number of Students

5
	


	My initial feelings on the lesson I’ve just taught.

I feel like I am going into a new project and that it is not going to be easy, but I have to pay more attention to many details working with the ECRIF framework. Especially in regard of giving instructions. I need to use strategies as CCQ, Chunking and TPS.
I was disappointed because the first activity was not prepared for these specific students; I was supposed to have the same students of the last day.



	KEY MOMENTS –

	What I planned to do.
	What actually happened.

(What the students did/said, what I did/said)
	What I was feeling and thinking at the time.

	I planned an activity to reinforce personal information from the first class

Practice vocabulary form the classroom

Learn the vocabulary about classroom language

In pairs give and receive directions in class.

Role-play a class; use directions, polite requests, 

	The students could not ask for and give information give the format planned because all of them were new.
Students remind the classroom vocabulary very well. 
They ask for objects by using the structure lend me your…

I gave instructions to work in pairs giving and acting directions, but they were not very clear of what to do until I give them an example. Then they gave and follow directions in pairs


	At the beginning of the class I felt little frustrated because I tried and tried to complete my first activity as planned.

Then, I shift my activity and had better results and I started to feel more confident.
Except for the first activity and for the fact that I did not follow the time planned, I felt that my students fulfill my expectations. 


	What did the students learn and how did they show me they learned it?

They remind the classroom objects and use it in context. They learn some common classroom directions and to borrow an object from someone by using the target language and phrases of courtesy. I could see these results because they completed the fluency activity successfully.

	What were the objectives of the lesson? 

Use 2 – 3 expressions to request something in a role play about a class.

How well did the students achieve them? 

They did very well, because even though they were only two students, one took the role to be a teacher and address his partner by giving her some directions, and she follows them easily.


	Things that I think effectively served students’ learning in this lesson:

Choosing an appropriate topic for my students’ level. 
The affective filter in the class was the indicated and that makes them more confident to learn the target language.


	Things that are puzzling me from this lesson:

At the beginning there was an activity planned to reinforce the content from the last class, but since the students were not the same from last class I had unproductive 15 minutes. Besides that, I think I could not clarify the instructions very well, I might learn to use CCQ and Chunking when giving instructions.


	What I’ve learned from this lesson about facilitating learning:

Choosing the right topic for the right level is important.
Using 100% of English in my classes is something new for me.

Using realia also facilitates students learning because they have a significant experience with the language.


	Questions / Issues/ puzzles I would like to get feedback on and/or to discuss and/or think more about

Timing is one of my problems; How can I know when to shift activity and how to stop it without creating a gap?
Using a strategy to give instructions and make sure that students understand them.



