Initial Reflections on Classroom Practice

The SIT TESOL Certificate Course 

Please answer these prompts and questions for each lesson you teach during the course. 

Write your responses the first 10 minutes of the feedback session. These reflections are meant to help prepare you for the discussion and to support you during the discussion. These are your notes and can be hand-written. Please attach your initial reflections to each lesson plan and keep them with trainer written feedback in your portfolio.
	Name
	Level of Class
	ECRIF    Speaking  Grammar

PDP     Listening   Reading

Writing         Culture

	Date May 12th, 2014
	Number of Students

5 students
	


	My initial feelings on the lesson I’ve just taught.

The first thing I though was that teaching Garifuna Culture is a very broad topic, however I could observed that students experienced their music and find out about what instruments they use and where do they dance.



	KEY MOMENTS –

	What I planned to do.
	What actually happened.

(What the students did/said, what I did/said)
	What I was feeling and thinking at the time.

	I planned for my students to experience dancing the most popular rhythm of Garifuna people, and that they could know something about their cultural background from their music.

	· When students find out the name of the traditional instruments by reading a description of them.

· When they saw a video and were amazed about the way Garifuna people dance Punta rhythm.
· When I have them experience playing a drum by reading a description of the how to do it.

· When most of them were interested in dancing Punta rhythm
	I was feeling that culture can be an interesting sometimes funny aspect of a language to teach.

I also felt that there are many thing that we do not know even when we are near from a country

I was feeling that students were interested in the culture and especially its music.


	What did the students learn and how did they show me they learned it?

They found out the answers of the gist questions right away. They also found out the name of the instruments by reading the descriptions form a passage. They almost play some rhythms by reading how to do it.


	What were the objectives of the lesson? 

Identify the past and present of Garifuna Punta music by enjoying the experience of playing a musical instrument and dance.
How well did the students achieve them? 

I consider that students played the drum rhythm very well, but they could not do it quickly because it is a matter of practice.


	Things that I think effectively served students’ learning in this lesson:

Scaffolding the reading in order to find out information.


	Things that are puzzling me from this lesson:

Time, I needed more time to practice the experience of playing Punta rhythm on a drum.
I also consider that teaching a culture lesson is the most difficult task to do, because we have to pay attention to the ECRIF elements, the PDP framework as well as the Knowings we have to make students aware of. 



	What I’ve learned from this lesson about facilitating learning:

I have learned that teaching culture is an interesting aspect of a language, because every language cannot be taught separated from its culture. However, I consider that it is really important to plan activities so that students experience the knowing, especially the knowing how. 
On the other hand, we have to be aware that some students do not do any activity because the “knowing oneself” do not permit them to do so.



	Questions / Issues/ puzzles I would like to get feedback on and/or to discuss and/or think more about

To narrow down the activities to match it with the time I have for the class.



